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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to papers filed on February 2, 2006. 



Response to Amendment 

2. In response to applicant's amendment received on February 2, 2006, all requested 
changes to the claims have been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, page 7, filed February 2, 2006, with respect to 
claim 26 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 USC 103(a) rejection of claim 
26 has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-27 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: As to claims 1, 21, 25 
and 26, none of the prior art teach or fairly suggests, "sensing a temporal change in an image at a 
pixel level or pixel region level WHILE acquiring the image", "sampling pixels DURING said 
step of acquiring the image and determining a change in the intensity build up in pixels 
DURING said step of acquiring the image", "sensing pixels at or near saturation DURING said 
acquiring of the image" or "generating meta-data. . . . corresponding to predetermined intra- 
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acquisition conditions", in combination with the other limitations of claims 1, 21, 25 and 26. 
USPN 5,049,752 to Kalaf et al. discloses a temporal change in the charge accumulation can be 
caused by the movement of an object (column 2, lines 3-7), but does not teach or fairly suggest 
sensing this change DURING the step of acquiring the image. Courtney (already of record) 
discloses detecting a temporal change in an image at a pixel level or pixel region after acquiring 
the image (column 6, lines 10-20), but does not teach or fairly suggest sensing this change 
DURING the step of acquiring the image. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron W. Carter whose telephone number is (571) 272-7445. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 4:30 am (Mon. - Fri.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu can be reached on (571) 272-7429. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



